Arlington-Falls Church Young Republicans

General Membership Meeting

Monday, January 24, 2005

I. Call to order by Chairwoman Lori Ann Smith at 7:30 pm at Boulevard Woodgrill, Arlington.

II. Kevin Bierschenk introduced special guest speaker, Bill Kristol, Weekly Standard.

III. Lori Ann presented Mr. Kristol with a Ronald Reagan tie in appreciation for his visit.

IV. Chairman’s Report (Lori Ann).

A. Overview of 2004 accomplishments and preview of 2005 election activities.

B. Special thank you to Kevin for securing Mr. Kristol as our speaker.

C. Turned meeting over to Vice-Chairman Michelle DeMoor given Lori Ann’s waning voice.

V. Officers’ Reports.

A. Vice Chairman (Michelle DeMoor).  Please remember to sign petitions for all our Republican candidates – needed to get on the ballot.

B. Secretary (Michelle Presson).  Absent.

C. Treasurer (Matt Henry).  Income and expense report for 2004 (attached).  AFCYRs raised and spent more than in past.  Encouraged guests and members to pay their dues now, before they increase to $20.
VI. Committee Chair Reports.

A. Communications (Jonathan Jenkins).  Any news or event info should be sent to communications@afcyr.org and cc’d to chairman@afcyr.org.  Branding activities are in the works, including business cards.  One of the committee’s goals is to make press releases seem more professional – anyone out there wants to help, let them know.

B. Social (Meredith Mason).  Happy Hour at Clarendon Grill on February 2nd.

C. Membership (Bill Casey).  Encouraged guests to join and members to sign in and pay dues.  13 new members.

D. Grassroots (Neil).  2005 races – if our candidates get 40% of the NoVA vote, they win statewide.  March meeting will feature a candidates night for statewide candidates.

E. Finance (Lindsay Miller).  Fundraiser will be planned for some time in next couple of months – details TBA.  Any ideas, please talk to her.

F. Speakers (Michelle DeMoor).  Need a chairman for this committee.  Kevin has been filling it temporarily.

G. Community Outreach (Kerry Finnegan).  Visit wounded soldiers at Walter Reed on Saturday, February 12th.  Any member can sponsor a care package to a soldier for just $20 – link on website will be up shortly, including Paypal.  Today, we’re collecting for Red Cross tsunami relief.
VII. Old Business.

A. Elections.  Elections Committee Chairman Neil Miller explained process and advised that none of the offices were contested.  Therefore, voice vote for slate is allowed by bylaws.  By show of hands, quorum was determined.  Motion to approve slate by ?; seconded by ?.  Approved unanimously.

B. Chairman Lori Ann Smith.  Vice Chairman Michelle DeMoor.  Secretary Michelle Presson.  Treasurer Matt Henry.

VIII. New Business.

A. Proposed bylaws amendment (attached) primarily to increase dues.  Will be on website as well.  Vote expected at February meeting.

IX. Announcements.  None.

X. Adjourned at 8:45 pm.

